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SYNOPSIS 
 

 

A personal documentary film about the life of Lisl Goldarbeiter – the first and only Austrian 

Miss Universe – and her cousin Marci, who kept his camera trained on her throughout his 

life. A little film about big-time fame and eternal love, set against the background of 1930s 

Vienna. 

 

 

 

FILM  
 

MISS UNIVERSE 1929 – Lisl Goldarbeiter. A Queen in Wien is made out of archive footage 

completely.  Péter Forgács tells a story about beauty, love and history just as well as of war 

and catastrophe. His challenge was to make history visible, noticeable behind and in the 

Jewish Goldarbeiter/Tenczer family story. 

 

Lisl Goldarbeiter and Marci Tenczer – both born in 1908 - were cousins and knew each other 

since early childhood. The Goldarbeiters lived in Vienna and belonged to the Austrian wing of 

a large Austro-Hungarian Jewish family. The Tenczer's lived in Szeged, and formed the 

Hungarian wing. The family ties between Vienna and Szeged never ceased.  

 

Marci moved to Vienna in 1926, to study. The first anti-Semitic law in Europe, the Hungarian 

Numerous Clauses of 1922, made it impossible for Jews to enter a University in Hungary. 

Marci lived in the house of the Goldarbeiters and studied at the Technical University from 

1926-1936.  

 

Marci secretly loved his cousin Lisl. He started to make films of her, her family and Vienna 

shortly after his arrival. He was very poor but succeeded in saving cash for his film hobby by 

walking the city, instead of taking the tram. In 1929, without telling anybody, Marci caused 

Lisl's entry into the world of beauty … and she became world famous. Lisl had just left high 

school when Marci read an advertisement in a newspaper in which girls were asked to apply 

for the Miss Austria beauty contest. Marci found her extremely beautiful and without telling 

anybody he applied her. This act would change the life of the modest Goldarbeiter family 

forever. Lisl became Vice-Miss Europe and was later crowned Miss Universe in Texas. Her 



life changed totally. Hollywood offers bombarded her but she chose to stay in Vienna, 

dismissing publicity.   

 

Lisl married bon vivant Fritz Spielmann in 1930. Marci remained single, he waited for Lisl. 

Because Fritz Spielmann refused to help her family during World War II they separated. Lisl 

and Marci experienced disaster during war time. Many of their family members didn’t survive 

the Holocaust which caused very tight bonds between the two cousins. In 1949 Marci got 

what he had been waiting for so long. Marci and Lisl married in Szeged (what a reunion!) 

happily and silently lived over the revolution of 1956, the terror and consolidation of 

communism.  

 

Lisl died in 1996. Marci passed away in 2003, shortly after he had told us every detail about 

his live and the live of his own Miss Universe - Lisl Goldarbeiter. 

 

„In the past twenty years, I have found out that old amateur films are the unconscious diaries 

of life, of history. These film diaries tell us something about what we can no longer touch or 

feel, and also show us the other side of the official history. …. What interests me about old 

amateur films, is the magic, the mystery of the images. I would not call them innocent, rather 

naive. I am interested in the beauty of the images and the stories behind them.” (Péter 

Forgács). 
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